
Children’s Issues Committee, June 16, 2020, 1:00pm 

Children’s Administrators Forum Update – Gwenda Summers – CEI 
April Minutes – Gwenda stated that the topic for this meeting (as well as the May and June meetings) was COVID-19.  Services, 
phasing in “In-person” work, and connections with clients was discussed.  She stated that staffing and the challenges for those who 
need childcare was of importance and discussed in great length.  PPE and training on consistency was discussed, as well as video 
sharing on these topics. 
The May and June minutes were of similar discussion.  Gwenda stated that the next meeting is on July 10, 2020. 
DHHS Updates – Kim Batsche-McKenzie, Justin Tate & Mary Chaliman – MDHHS 
Kim reported that State employees currently have 10 weeks of one-day a week furloughs that are occurring on Monday’s or Friday’s.  
She stated that employees are still working remotely through most of the Summer.  DHHS discussed telehealth challenges with the 
Children’s Administrative Forum.  There is a telemedicine group that has been formed to work on policies.  This is an MSA group.  She 
reported that telehealth services are going to be extended until further notice according to a Memo put out by CMS.  Kim will send to 
Monique to send out to this group. 
Kim stated that CAFAS/PECFAS guidance has been updated.  She wants to make sure folks are putting their data in the system.  She 
then spoke about challenges for school sub-scale with remote schooling in place due to the pandemic.  Information has been put 
together for Train the Trainers and will be sent to Monique for the Children’s Issues Committee as well.  Kim informed the group that 
the State has a “Stay Well” section on their website that has a lot of resources. 
PRTF conversations are starting to occur.  Kim is working to get a more up to date version of the concept paper and will send to 
Monique for this group. 
Justin Tate reported that updates were done to Youth Peer Support in the Medicaid Manual.  This went out for public comment and the 
response should be coming out soon on this.  He then stated that BHDDA is possibly going to virtual trainings for the rest of this 
calendar year.  Wraparound training, TFCBT and Wraparound trainings will be going to virtual as well. 
Mary Chaliman reported that residential treatment programs must have an independent assessment done within 30 days for children 
when they are placed.  RFP was put out with a deadline of July 7. 
Legislative Update – Alan Bolter 
Alan reviewed the update that was distributed to the group.  He stated that HB 5298 which establishes psychiatric licensure for PRTFs 
was up in the Senate today.  He stated that Representative Mary Whiteford went over the Bill and no action was taken.  This should 
move out of the Senate next week to the House.  Testimony opportunities will be occurring next week and possibly the week after.  
Alan is wondering if the State will have to apply for a waiver to move forward with these.  Alan also stated that the Legislation & Policy 
Committee will be discussing this in their meeting tomorrow. 
Alan reported that the Senate approved the telehealth package of bills and are now in the House.  These will likely pass and be sent to 
the Governor for approval soon. 
Alan gave the results of the Revenue Estimating Conference projections of $2.3 Billion for the current fiscal year, and $3 Billion for 
FY21.  These are General Fund and School Aid combined.  He reported that the federal stimulus dollars cannot be used for this as 
they were previously appropriated dollars.  The Governor has requested flexibility in the spending of these dollars.  The Legislature is 
currently negotiating SB 690, which is a $1.2 Billion COVID Supplemental.  This bill includes funding for the $3 Direct Care Wage 
increase. 
The Legislature will be in session for the rest of June, and one week in July.  They will not be in session again until after Labor Day.  
The legislation that was passed last year which required a balanced budget by July 1 is now seeing more legislation in the works for a 
waiver due to the pandemic. 
Alan spoke briefly about the power struggles taking place in the legislature and politically in general.  Group also discussed how to find 
“work arounds” to use the current COVID specific funding for budget fixes.  Group then discussed what cuts may possibly be looked at 
in trying to balance the budget.  Alan stated absolutely everything was up for grabs. 
COVID-19 Roundtable Discussion 
Children and Family Specific Data, Trends and Programming Needs 
Connie stated that they are looking at 50% staff returning to work next week.  Safety concerns and PPE being available for them have 
been of biggest concern.  She stated that the weekly phone meetings with the State have been helpful and felt a sense of comradery 
and partnership.   
Telehealth Recommendations 
Connie stated that spikes around hospitalizations have been seen, teachers are contact the CMHs more, and a bigger spike in 
removals are being seen.  She stated that they are aware of the need for face-to-face interaction with children’s services, and they are 
working to make that happen.  Kim stated that the Department is interested in hearing from everyone what they feel works best as a 
telehealth, and what services work best as face-to-face.  Group discussed different levels of care becoming confused with outpatient, 
home-based, clinical appropriateness, and the need for parameters to take family choice into consideration, and how to document that.  
Group also discussed their surprise at how well telehealth was received in their different areas.  Most in the group (Kalamazoo, Central 



Michigan, Oakland, Lapeer) felt that a mixture of telehealth and in-person services was of great value. Group also discussed the need 
to include the “telephone” in the telehealth range, not just video services. 
ACMH Update – Jane Shank 
Jane stated that cohort trainings will be virtual for the remainder of this year, as well as all their other meetings and trainings.  Advocacy 
and leadership events are going virtual as well.  Youth advisory committee is looking to grow their membership.  They will be having a 
virtual “camp” to achieve this.  Jane will send dates and registration information on this to Monique to send to the group.  Jane stated 
that they want the Parent and Youth voice to be heard on the Policy level at the State, and they feel the telehealth/virtual avenue is the 
way to go.  She stated that ACMH is very interested in the Budget discussions taking place so that those Parent and Youth voices don’t 
get lost, as well as in Physical and Behavioral Health integration discussions. 
Committee Focus Areas for 2020 
Identified at previous meeting: 
Policy, Advocacy, Input & Themes, Deconstructing Youth Suicide, Service Delivery Flexibility, Staff Retention, Collaborative efforts to 
support students, especially those expelled, suspended or at risk with mental health needs, Child Psychiatric Beds, Service Models for 
transition age youth 
Connie stated that the focus at this time remains COVID-19.  It is unknown what the next school year will look like, and the lack of daily 
structure is going to be troubling for youth, and we must figure out a way to support those families who experience this.  Connie asked 
Kim what she needs from this group in the form of support for telehealth and family choice.  Kim stated feedback on CLS Respite, 
Mobile Crisis, etc. would be great.  She would show leadership this feedback, which would layout the pros and cons if performed in a 
telehealth setting.  Group then discussed respite services that COULD be done in a telehealth setting, such as reading a book to the 
child on an iPad, etc.  Most agreed that long term CLS and Respite would not fit for telehealth, but some could be done in this manner. 
The next meeting of the Children’s Issues Committee is scheduled for Tuesday, September 15, 2020, 1:00pm, and will be held via 
Zoom as well as in-person options at the CMHA Office, 426 S. Walnut St., Lansing, Michigan. 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15pm. 

 


